
DETECTING ILLICIT DISCHARGES AND 
ILLEGAL CONNECTIONS   (IC/ID)

Workshop on

Identifying Problems 



Overview

 Our MS4 Permits with the Regional Water Boards require us to 
inspect our facilities for spills, dumpings, illegal pipes, 
connections and discharges.

 Handout for your field use

 Pictures of  examples - what to look for 



What If We Don’t Comply?

 Under the Clean Water Act through Regional Water Boards:
- Negligent Violations

Fines - Up to $25,000 per day and/or
Imprisonment - Up to 1 year

- Knowing Violations
Fines - Up to $50,000 per day and/or
Imprisonment - Up to 3 years

 3rd Party or Citizen Lawsuits



Compliance Strategies

Knowledge
- Know how to identify a problem
- Know NOT to touch a drum or container
-Know procedures for how to resolve problem

Documentation/Record Keeping
- Document all inspections
- Other requirements



Visual Inspection 
-Color
-Odor
-Turbidity / Clarity of Water in Channel
-Floatable Material
-Stains
-Vegetation 
-Structural Damage
-Sewage Flows
-Bubbles
-Liquids, solids, drums

What to look for:



Policy



Vehicle & Equipment Leaks

• Cleanup spills and repair leaks immediately
• Ensure that vehicles and equipment are maintained in good working order
• Inspect vehicle and equipment maintenance areas regularly



Example of Illicit Discharge • Document all pertinent information and
• Report immediately



Example of Illicit Discharge & Illegal Connection



Example

• Do NOT Touch Drums / Containers
• Follow Proper Procedures



Example of Chemical Spill
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Questions, Answers, and 
Discussion
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